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2019 IRID Membership Meeting Minutes 

October 5, 2019 - 12:00 PM – 1:15 PM       
Illinois Central College - Peoria, Illinois 

 
1. Call to Order  

 
The meeting was called to order by President Teri Hedding.  President Hedding 
thanked the Conference sponsors: 
 
 CAIRS 
 Illinois Central College 
  CHS – Chicago Hearing Society 
 Sorenson Communications 
 IDHHC – Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission 
 

2. Quorum  
Amy Kisner confirmed that quorum was established and reviewed the new 
voting process.  IRID has moved to electronic voting.  A test vote was made, 
and quorum was established during the test vote.   

 
MOTION 
Angela Malcomson moved to amend the Agenda to accept the Standing Rules 
Second by Tramon Biciunas 
No discussion. 
Motion carries. 
 
3.  Approve the Standing Rules 
 
MOTION 
Angela Trull moved to accept the Standing Rules as presented. 
Second by Jerry Mitchell 
No discussion. 
Motion carries. 
 
4. Reports 

a. Board Reports 
i. See Reports Document  

1. President Hedding asked if there were any questions 
from the membership regarding posted board reports.  
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Amy Kisner confirmed that hard copies of reports were 
not available.  

ii. President 
iii. Vice President 
iv. Treasurer 
v. Secretary 

vi. Member at Large 1 
vii. Member at Large 2 

viii. Member at Large 3 
ix. Student Rep Report 

b.  Standing Committee Reports 
i. Finance Committee 

1. See Treasurer Report 
ii. Membership Committee 

iii. Communications Committee 
iv. Professional Development Committee (PDC) 
v. Nominating Committee 

vi. Bylaws Committee 
1. Bylaws Motions 

vii. Conference Committee 
1. See Vice President Report and Member at Large 3 Report 

c.  Workgroup Reports 
i. Deaf Interpreters 

1. No report 
ii.  Entry to Practice 

1. See Student Rep Report 
d. CMP Administrator Report 

 
 

5. Old Business 
a. Motions from 2018 Membership Meeting 

i. Education Interpreter Free Membership 
74 educational interpreters participated in the 1 year of free 
membership offered between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 
2019.  Of the 74, 52 were new members and 22 were existing 
IRID members.  As of this meeting date, none of the 74 had 
renewed their membership for the current member year. 
Angela Trull asked if it is known why no one renewed and if 
renewal reminders were sent.  Membership Chair, Sam Freeman, 
was not present to answer these questions.   The remaining IRID 
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Board members had no additional information. 
 

6. New Business 
a. Bylaws Amendment #1 
b. Bylaws Amendment #2 

 
Proposed bylaw amendments were sent to all voting IRID members in 
advance.  Each amendment needs a separate vote.  Amy again explained 
electronic voting as we are adjusting to the new process. 
 

MOTION 
Hershella Ashford moved to amend the bylaws. 
Second by Barb Williams  
No vote – at least 2/3 of the entire voting membership was not present as required 
for bylaw changes.   
Motion dies. 

 
Angie Malcomson stated that the proposed amendments were not shown 
embedded into the complete bylaws.  Karen Janssen responded that all 
parts of the bylaws impacted by the proposed bylaw changes are a part 
of the proposed changes. 
 
In order to consider both proposed amendments, voting will need to be 
done by mail/email.  Parliamentarian Shelley Engstrom-Kestel 
confirmed that the proposed amendments must be sent to all voting 
members.   For the proposed changes to be adopted, 2/3 of the returned 
votes must be in favor of the changes. 
 

c.  Board Elections 
i. Announcement – Voting Procedure 

Electronic voting procedure was reviewed by Amy Kisner 
ii. Student Representative or Student Rep Elect 

Student Representative to be elected. 
Bron Schlaefer cannot continue as student rep to the board as she 
is not a current student. 
Courtney Cechini, a student attending the College of DuPage 
was previously nominated for the position of Student Rep and 
addressed the members.  She is the ASL Club President at COD 
and will be attending the University of North Florida Masters in 
Interpreting program upon completing her studies at COD.   
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A clarification regarding residency was requested.  Courtney 
clarified that her master’s degree program will be primarily 
distance learning and her residency will remain in Illinois.  
David Rice reiterated that the student rep must be in a program. 
David Schmidt called for the question. 
David Rice replied that the question cannot be called as there is 
no motion on the floor. 
David Schmidt called for the vote. 
Courtney Cechini elected to the position of Student Rep by 
acclamation. 

iii. Member at Large 2  
Cat Abood was nominated by Karen Janssen for the position of 
MAL 2.  Cat asked for a moment to understand what the position 
involves.  She accepted the nomination. 
There were no additional nominations from the floor. 
Cat Abood elected to the position of MAL 2 by acclamation. 

iv. Secretary 
Olivia Heitz was nominated for the position of Secretary by 
Sabrina Bailey.  Olivia declined the nomination. 
Angela Trull was nominated for the position of Secretary by 
Hershella Ashford. Angela declined the nomination. 
No additional nominations were made at this time.   Emily 
Turner was nominated for the position of Secretary by Angela 
Trull.  Emily Turner accepted the nomination, however, was 
determined to be ineligible for the Secretary position since she 
has not been a dual member of IRID and RID for 2 years as 
required by the IRID bylaws. 
Near the close of the meeting, Kevin Jackson volunteered to be 
Secretary and was elected by acclamation. 

v. President 
Teri Hedding was nominated for the position of President by 
Alex Saenz.  Teri declined the nomination. 
No additional nominations from the floor. 
President Hedding reminded the membership that Kathy Valiska 
who is the current Vice President and PDC Chair would become 
the acting President leaving a vacant position on the Board.  Teri 
pressed the need for also filling the vacancies of PDC Chair and 
Membership Chair.  Kathy Valiska stated the Board meetings 
can now be done remotely through Zoom technology.  Teri 
reminded the membership of what was presented in the morning 
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workshop “Symbiotic relationship and the Deaf Community”.  

Angela Malcomson was nominated for the position of 
President by Angela Trull. 
Angie Malcomson accepted the nomination for President and 
was elected by acclamation.  Teri Hedding will remain on the 
Board as Immediate Past President for one year. 
 

d. Additional Business 
There was no additional business. 
 

7.  Adjournment 
 
MOTION 
Hershella Ashford moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Seconded by Denise VanVliet 
Motion accepted. 
Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
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September 1, 2019 
 
 
OFFICAL 30 DAY NOTICE TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF PROPOSED 
BYLAWS AMENDMENTS 
 
 
 
Dear IRID Member, 
 
The attached motions to amend two (2) areas of the current IRID Bylaws will be 
discussed and voted on at the IRID Annual Membership Meeting being held on 
Saturday, October 5, 2019 in Peoria, IL.   
 
The IRID Board discussed and reviewed the recommended changes during its 
meeting on August 18, 2019.  The IRID Board supports both motions as presented. 
 
Please review the attached motions and be prepared to discuss and vote during the 
meeting on October 5, 2019. 
 
Remember, in order to vote you must be a member in good standing of IRID and 
RID, Inc., with membership in an RID voting category. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you on October 5, 2019! 
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BYLAWS MOTION # 1 
The IRID Board moves to accept the following amendment to the current IRID 
Bylaws: 
 
ARTICLE V. AMENDMENTS 
 
These bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed by two-thirds (2/3) of the 
votes cast by voting members. Written notice of such amendments must be given 
to the membership at least thirty (30) days in advance. Voting may be done by 
mail, electronically, or at any regular or subsequent meeting of the membership. 
 
Change:  Add the option to vote electronically on future bylaws amendments. 
 
Rationale:  Bylaws amendments are currently restricted to be voted on during 
annual membership meetings or other membership meetings.  Voting electronically 
would expedite the process and allow vastly more members to vote.   
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BYLAWS MOTION # 2 
The IRID Board moves to accept the following amendments to the current IRID 
Bylaws.  The vote is limited to the changes shown in black/red: 
 

ARTICLE III. - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SEC. 1: COMPOSITION 
The affairs of the IRID shall be governed by the Board of Directors (to be 

referred to as ‘the Board’) consisting of the following members:  

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, three (3) Members-at-

Large (MAL), a Student Representative, an Illinois Association of the Deaf  

(IAD) Representative, and (in alternate years) the Immediate Past 

President.  Each member of the Board, except the IAD Representative and the 

Student-Rep-Elect, must be a voting member in good standing of RID, Inc. and 

IRID.  except the IAD Representative, and a resident of the state of Illinois.  The 

Student Rep-Elect shall be a member in good standing in any category of IRID and 

be currently enrolled in an Interpreter Preparation Program located in Illinois at the 

time of election.   The IAD Representative is appointed by the Illinois Association of 

the Deaf (IAD).  All IRID Board members must be a resident of Illinois. 

The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer.  All candidates for the Executive Board, shall 

have been IRID and RID members in good standing for at least two (2) 

consecutive years prior to candidacy. All candidates for remaining Board 

positions, with the exception of the IAD Representative and Student 

Representative, shall have been IRID and RID members in good standing 

for at least one (1) year.   All IRID board members shall have voting privileges 

on the Board with the exception of the immediate past president and the 

Student-Rep-Elect.  

Duties of IRID Board Members 

A. The President shall preside at all board and general membership 
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meetings of the organization.  With the approval of the Board, the 

President shall establish and dissolve committees whenever 

necessary to carry out the functions of the organization. The 

President shall be the official liaison to the RID, Inc. The President 

shall perform other duties as shall be designated by the Board.  

B. The Vice President shall attend all Board meetings and, in the 

absence of the President, perform the duties of the President.  The 

Vice President shall be a liaison to the Conference Committee. The 

Vice President shall also carry out other duties assigned by the 

Board.   

C. The Secretary shall attend all Board meetings, take and keep 

minutes of all meetings of the organization.  The Secretary shall be 

responsible for sending notices of all meetings, provide the minutes 

of each meeting to the newsletter editor, and other duties as 

delegated.   

D. The Treasurer shall attend all Board meetings, chair the Financial 

Committee, collect the monies of    the organization and make 

disbursements as directed by the Board. The treasurer shall 

prepare financial reports for each board meeting and prepare a 

year-end report. Treasurer reports and IRID financial records shall 

be subject to a financial review at least every two (2) years.   

Financial reviews shall be an external audit by a qualified 

accounting professional. The Treasurer must be bonded. The fee 

for the Treasurer to be bonded shall be incurred by IRID.  The 

outgoing Treasurer will work with the incoming treasurer to close 

out the conference. The handover of all financial documents and 

duties will take place no later than 30 days after the annual general 

membership meeting and conference.   

E. The Members-at-Large shall attend all board meetings, serve as 

liaisons to IRID committees and be assigned duties by the Executive 

Board as deemed necessary.   

 

F.  The Student Representative shall attend all Board meetings and serve as a 

liaison between the Board and ITPs in the state of Illinois.   The Student 
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Representative shall mentor the newly elected Student-Rep-Elect to 

assume the Student Representative position in their second year.   

The Student-Rep-Elect shall attend all Board meetings and work in 

collaboration with the Student Representative. 

G. The IAD Representative shall function as a liaison between the 

Illinois RID and the Illinois Association of the Deaf and shall 

perform such other duties as prescribed by the IRID Board.  The 

IAD Representative position shall be the current IAD President or a 

permanent IAD designee for the term of the sitting IAD President.    

H. The Immediate Past President shall serve as a consultant to the 

Board.  No voting privileges are accorded to the Immediate Past 

President. 

 
 

SEC. 2: TERMS OF OFFICE/ELECTIONS 

The President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer are elected by the 

membership for a term of two (2) years.  President and Secretary shall be elected 

in odd numbered years, and Vice President and Treasurer shall be elected in even 

numbered years. 
Members-at-Large shall be elected for a term of three (3) years.   A new Member 

At Large shall be elected each year.   
The Student Representative shall be elected for a term of one (1) year. two (2) 

years, serving as Student-Rep-Elect in the first year and Student Representative in 

the second year.  A new Student-Rep-Elect shall be elected each year.   
The term of immediate Past President shall be one (1) year. 

 

Change:  Changing the Student Representative total term from one (1) year to two (2) 

years with the first year being in the role of Student-Rep-Elect and the second year as the 

Student Representative. 

Rationale:  A one-year term is not enough time to become acclimated to the organization 

and work of the Board.  Changing the scope of the position will better allow for students to 

maintain consistency with work-in-progress.   


